Books for Discussion and Reflection






The Death of Josseline: Immigration Stories from the Arizona Borderlands by Margaret Regan:
With a sweeping perspective and vivid on-the-ground reportage, Regan tells the stories of the
people caught up in this international tragedy. Traveling back and forth across the border, she
visits migrants stranded in Mexican shelters and rides shotgun with Border Patrol agents in
Arizona, hiking with them for hours in the scorching desert; she camps out in the thorny
wilderness with No More Deaths activists and meets with angry ranchers and vigilantes.
Fourteen-year-old Josseline, a young girl from El Salvador who was left to die alone on the
migrant trail, was just one of thousands to perish in its deserts and mountains. Using Arizona as
a microcosm, Regan explores a host of urgent issues: the border militarization that threatens
the rights of U.S. citizens, the environmental damage wrought by the border wall, the
desperation that compels migrants to come north, and the human tragedy of the unidentified
dead in Arizona’s morgues. (2010)
Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario: the unforgettable quest of a Honduran boy looking for his
mother, eleven years after she is forced to leave her starving family to find work in the United
States. Braving unimaginable peril, often clinging to the sides and tops of freight trains, Enrique
travels through hostile worlds full of thugs, bandits, and corrupt cops. But he pushes forward,
relying on his wit, courage, hope, and the kindness of strangers. An astonishing story that puts a
human face on the ongoing debate about immigration reform in the United States. (2006)
The Tortilla Curtain by T. Coraghessan Boyle: Topanga Canyon is home to two couples on a
collision course. Los Angeles liberals Delaney and Kyra Mossbacher lead an ordered sushi-andrecycling existence in a newly gated hilltop community: he a sensitive nature writer, she an
obsessive realtor. Mexican illegals Candido and America Rincon desperately cling to their vision
of the American Dream as they fight off starvation in a makeshift camp deep in the ravine. And
from the moment a freak accident brings Candido and Delaney into intimate contact, these four
and their opposing worlds gradually intersect in what becomes a tragicomedy of error and
misunderstanding. (1995)

