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I live in your neighborhood.

“I am a woman with three children. I have an MBA, a good job, and I live in a nice Chicago suburb. However, I have had several visits to the Emergency Room this past year. I try to go to different ERs so they won’t recognize me coming in. I have to pay out of pocket since my insurance doesn’t cover all these out-of-network visits. I don’t come in right away. I wait until the bleeding has stopped, until I am calmer, until I can think up a plausible story to go with my cuts and bruises. I think that my husband is jealous of my education and earning ability. He never finished college. He earns less that I do. Still, I do not withhold money. We put everything into a joint account. I love him and I don’t hold it over him. But it seems like every month when we pay bills, he starts feeling like he’s one down. He starts belittling me first, I guess to make himself feel better, and soon he gets physical. He has never hurt me too bad. I’ve had a few stitches, but no broken bones like some women. He always feels so sad when it’s all over. I know he doesn’t want to hurt me. Something just happens…...”

MYTH: Victims provoke their partners’ violence.

FACT:  Whatever problems exist in a relationship, the use of violence is never justifiable or acceptable. There is NO EXCUSE for domestic violence.

You are not alone!

In an emergency, dial 911 or call the National Domestic Violence 24-Hour Hotline at 800-799-7233.
� Carrol A. M. Smith, PhD, RN, faculty of UIC.  The Many Faces of Interpersonal Violence.


� The Family Violence Prevention Fund, Chapter 1, What is Domestic Violence?












