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When we talk about domestic violence, just who and what are we discussing?

It is easy to put that “other” person over there, to feel sorry for her/him, to shun the abuser, to “tsk, tsk, tsk” about how it never used to be like this, to say “there but for the grace of God…”, to stereotypically link her/him to poverty, drugs, under-education, or certain racial or ethnic groups.

Was she just a poor judge of men?  Didn’t she have any backbone?  How could she let her children see that going on?  Why didn’t her family help her?  Why didn’t she just leave?

Unfortunately, interpersonal and intimate partner violence isn’t so simple.  During October, Domestic Violence month, this space will share with you some situations and some of the many faces of violence, so you can see for yourself how complicated it can be.  As you read, please pay attention to the people as you picture them in your mind, to their appearance, their ethnicity - if you notice, to their general demeanor.

MYTH: Domestic Violence is bad, but it happens elsewhere. It doesn’t happen in my community, my neighborhood, my culture, my religion, or my congregation.

FACT: Domestic Violence happens to people of every educational and socio-economic level. Domestic violence happens in all races, religions and age groups. Domestic Violence happens in both heterosexual and same-sex relationships
.
You are not alone!

In an emergency, dial 911 or call the National Domestic Violence 24-Hour Hotline at 800-799-7233.
� Carrol A. M. Smith, PhD, RN, faculty of UIC.  The Many Faces of Interpersonal Violence.


� The Family Violence Prevention Fund, Chapter 1, What is Domestic Violence?









