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Frequently Asked Questions 
Holy Fire 2022

General Questions

What is Holy Fire?
Holy Fire is a powerful moment of encounter, worship and fun for young people in grades 6 through 
9. It also offers our youth preparing for the sacrament of confirmation an engaging and significant 
experience of the broader Church to which they and their parish or school belong.

Why participate in Holy Fire?
The Holy Father challenges our communities to become missionary disciples who are not afraid to 
witness the faith. We believe that a joint witness of thousands of young people and their prayers will 
indeed help young people to see themselves as witnesses of Christ and members of a young Church.  
In addition, to continue to affirm the significance of this experience to our young confirmation 
candidates, participating parishes and schools in the Archdiocese of Chicago will receive priority 
scheduling for their 2023 confirmations.

Who can attend?
All 6th to 9th grade students from parish Religious Education programs and Catholic Schools in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago and neighboring dioceses, together with their teachers, catechists, youth 
ministers, chaperones, parents and pastors are invited.

When and where is Holy Fire?
The Credit Union 1 Arena will be our host for two mirror-days of programming for Holy Fire. Groups 
can attend this event on either Friday, October 14 or Saturday, October 15.  Doors will open at 8:30 
a.m. with the event itself starting at 9 a.m., and the program will end at 2 p.m. on both days.

How much does it cost to attend Holy Fire?
Similar to the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC), this will be designed around a community 
of prayer, witness and joy. The Archdiocese of Chicago will provide world-class production, music 
and international speakers. Cost of the event will be $35 per person (lunch and transportation costs 
are not included).
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How do I register for Holy Fire?
You can visit the Holy Fire website (HolyFireChicago.org) to register, or click here.

Who is the talent for this year’s Holy Fire?
This year’s talent includes Sr. Tracey Dugas, FSP, Noelle Garcia, Dr. Ansel Augustine, Giancarlo 
Bernini, Dana Catherine and PJ Anderson. For more information on this year’s talent lineup, please 
visit the Holy Fire website (HolyFireChicago.org).

Is there a virtual experience available for this year’s Holy Fire?
Holy Fire is a live event. While we were grateful to able to offer a virtual experience in 2021 due to 
the state of the pandemic at the time, Holy Fire was always intended as an in-person moment of 
encounter and worship for youth across the Archdiocese of Chicago and beyond. Therefore, there 
will not be any virtual component to this year’s Holy Fire; there will be no live streaming or recording 
of the event.

When will the next Holy Fire Chicago be?
Going forward, Holy Fire will occur every other year, meaning youth will attend only once as part of 
their two-year confirmation preparation process. The next event will occur in the fall of 2024.

Planning Questions

How do we get to Holy Fire?
All parishes, schools and organizations must coordinate and provide their own transportation to and 
from the event.

Where is the bus drop-off for Holy Fire?
Busses will drop off at the Credit Union 1 Arena along Harrison Street. Participants will enter through 
gate 3 located at Harrison and South Racine Avenue. There will be volunteers directing you as you 
arrive.

Where do we park for Holy Fire?
If your group is arriving in buses that are going to be parked at the venue for the duration of the 
event, then after your bus drops your participants off they will park.

If your group is driving themselves and arriving in cars, street parking or pay parking lot is available.  

If my group is not traveling together in one vehicle to Holy Fire, where should we 
meet upon arrival?
You can either meet-up outside the Credit Union 1 Arena by gate 3 (the only gate that will be open 
for entrance) or inside gate 3 in the foyer of the building before check-in.

How do I get my tickets for Holy Fire?
You will get your group’s tickets for Holy Fire at the event. When you arrive, you will send one group 
leader to the check-in (directly inside the doors of the entrance at gate 3) to receive the tickets for 
your whole group.

http://HolyFireChicago.org
http://HolyFireChicago.org
http://HolyFireChicago.org
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Can individual young people attend Holy Fire?
Young people should primarily be attending in a group with either their Parish Religious Education 
or Catholic School. A parent can bring their individual child to Holy Fire in special cases where 
their parish or school is not attending Holy Fire. A child cannot attend Holy Fire without an adult 
chaperone.

What forms do parents need to fill out for their children to attend Holy Fire?
We recommend parents for children in the Archdiocese of Chicago fill out the Archdiocese of 
Chicago general Permission Form and Participation Agreement for their children and give to their 
group leader. You would put Holy Fire in the second blank where it says, “during its participation in 
the ___________ event.” They also will need to fill out anything else that is required by their particular 
parish or school.

What requirements do my chaperones need to fulfill to attend Holy Fire?
All chaperones will need to be VIRTUS certified and complete all the archdiocese safe environment 
guidelines and requirements to chaperone the event.

What should the ratio of adults to young people be?
While there is no ratio requirement beyond requiring at least two adult chaperones per group, we 
recommend a ratio of one adult to every 10 students.

Will lunch be provided?
All participants and chaperones are responsible for bringing their own lunch to Holy Fire. There are 
concession stands at the venue that should be open during lunch for lunch to be purchased there, 
if desired. If it turns out the concession stands will not be open we will send a communication out 
before Holy Fire.

What should we wear to Holy Fire?
There is no specific uniform required for Holy Fire. Casual attire is permitted as along as all clothes 
are appropriate. Closed-toed shoes are encouraged.

How will we know where to sit for Holy Fire?
Seating will be on a first come, first served basis. Once your group arrives at the arena you will be able 
to choose to sit together in any available area.

Registration Questions

How do I find out what my Parish ID is?
For parishes and schools located in the Archdiocese of Chicago, your parish’s business manager is 
the one that has access to your Parish ID code. Please reach out to them if you are unsure of what 
your code is. For parishes or schools outside the Archdiocese of Chicago, you can enter “00000” as 
the parish code and it will let you continue through to the next step of registration.

I received a scholarship for Holy Fire, how do I apply my discount?
Once your scholarship has been awarded you will receive an email with your discount code and 
instructions on how to use it. Please wait to register your group until you have received your discount 
code.

https://pvm.archchicago.org/documents/87254/254302/Permission+Form+and+Waiver+Template+2022.pdf/304710a2-75b3-45e2-85cd-8eb5f94ef81f
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Should I register my whole group, or can each participant register themselves?
Each leader should collect the necessary information and register their whole group for Holy Fire. 

How do I register my group if I have some young people attending Friday and 
some young people attending Saturday?
You will need to complete two separate registrations, one for your group of young people attending 
Friday and another for your group attending Saturday.

For additional information, please email holyfire@archchicago.org.

mailto:holyfire%40archchicago.org?subject=

