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Dear Friends,
Thank you for attending our first virtual benefit: Keep Hope Alive 2020! 
Together we seek to support our local immigrant-led ministries and 
National Pastoral Migratoria, that respond to the call to be engaged in 
service, justice, and accompaniment actions in their parish communities on 
behalf of Christ and His Church.
Tonight we are thrilled to celebrate with you fifteen years of amazing 
work by our team of volunteer leaders and staff, starting from the ashes 
of failed immigration reform and continuing even during these difficult 
times of the COVID-19 crisis today. With your support and now in the 
virtual arena, we are growing this important ministry with immigrants in 
Chicago and beyond. Along the way, we have been blessed to work with 
many outstanding leaders, some of whom we honor here tonight for their 
steadfast example of mercy and justice among the immigrant community.
There are a few guests tonight that make this event especially memorable, 
including Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago, Sister Norma Pimentel, MJ 
from Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, and Juan Dies from Sones 
de Mexico Ensemble. Most of all, we laud the immigrant ministry leaders 
who share their testimonies tonight: Arturo and Edith from Chicago, 
Adriana from Stockton, California, and Fr. Eric Cruz from Catholic Charities 
of New York. Please know of our sincere appreciation for joining us tonight 
to show your solidarity with our mission of accompaniment with the 
immigrant community.
We thank each of you who have continued your crucial support of our 
ministry with a sponsorship, advertisement, or donation! If you want to 
make your contribution during this evening’s benefit, you can do so at 
Donate.KeepHopeAlive2020.org. We hope you will stay connected 
with us at CatholicsAndImmigrants.org. Together we can make a 
difference in the lives of our immigrant family as we look to the future 
of immigrant justice.
Thank you again for your support! We are grateful for your faithful 
companionship as we work together as one family of God to keep 
hope alive.

Peace and blessings,
Elena Segura Miguel Salazar 
Senior Coordinator Senior Coordinator 
for Immigration – National for Immigration Ministry – Local
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PROGRAM
Emcee Vincent Gerasole 
 Archdiocese of Chicago

Welcome and opening prayer Vincent Gerasole 
 Archdiocese of Chicago

How to make a donation Donate.KeepHopeAlive2020.org

15 Years of Justice for Elena Segura, 
Immigrants and the National Senior National Coordinator 
Pastoral Migratoria Initiative of Immigration

Immigration Ministry and Miguel Salazar, 
Pastoral Migratoria, Senior Local Coordinator 
Archdiocese of Chicago of Immigration

Remarks Sr. Norma Pimentel, MJ, 
 Catholic Charities of the Rio 
 Grande Valley

Testimony Arturo Alvarez, 
 Pastoral Migratoria leader, 
 St. Rita of Cascia Parish, Chicago

Remarks Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, 
 Archdiocese of Chicago

Awardee Recognition

Testimony Rev. Eric Cruz, 
 Catholic Charities of NY, Bronx, 
 and Pastoral Migratoria, 
 Archdiocese of New York 

 Edith Dominguez, 
 St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
 Chicago 

 Rosario Adriana Yepez, 
 Pastoral Migratoria leader, 
 Diocese of Stockton, California

Musical Performance Sones De Mexico Ensemble; 
 Juan Dies, Co-Founder & 
 Executive Director

Closing Prayer Sr. Rosemary Connelly, RSM, 
 Misericordia
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AWARDS
Lifetime Achievement

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini

Strangers No Longer

Journey to Emmaus

Pope Francis Award

St. Toribo Romo
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT
Recognizes an individual who has dedicated his/her life and service to 
the advancement of justice for immigrants in our society.

For nearly 40 years, Carmen has had a passionate vision and an endless 
dedication surrounding healthcare for Spanish-speaking people because 
she believes that every human being has the right to access education 
and healthcare, no matter their color, economic situation, or immigration 
status. She discovered that Spanish-speaking people living in Chicago 
neighborhoods like Pilsen, Little Village and Back of the Yards were being 
severely neglected because they were often uninsured and undocumented, 
making them afraid to access health care that was so needed and where 
no healthcare providers spoke their language. Ms. Velásquez took the 
lead and garnered the support of fellow Latino community leaders to 
spearhead Project Alivio. Soon after, she along with Dr. Ann Garcelon 
approached Mercy Hospital’s CEO to address access healthcare to the 
Latino community and in 1989 Alivio Medical Center opened its doors 
as a bilingual, bicultural, nonprofit community health center located in 
the heart of the Pilsen community. Today, Alivio Medical Center serves 
thousands of patients and operates an urgent care center and six 
community health centers, including three that are school-based.

Carmen Velásquez 
Founder, Alivo Medical Center 
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ST. FRANCES XAVIER CABRINI
Honors a leader in the Immigration Ministry’s network who 
embodies Mother Cabrini’s missionary and pastoral spirit in tireless 
service to immigrants.

Sr. Cathy’s spirit of Mother Cabrini goes beyond any doors and into 
the community that has made an everlasting impact on our immigrant 
sisters and brothers. She brings a wealth of experience and valuable 
insights as she serves individuals and families through active ministry 
in schools, parishes, and social agencies. As Coordinator of Immigrant 
Outreach and Advocacy at the Cabrini Retreat Center in Des Plaines, 
Illinois, she responds to the challenges immigrants face in new and 
creative ways. She has visited detained immigrants at the Broadview 
Detention Center, tutored a Chinese student through the Aquinas 
Literacy Center and participated in the Chicagoland Share the Journey 
Walk in October 2018. Sr. Cathy serves on the Board of Bethany House 
of Hospitality for Women, which offers housing and support services to 
young immigrant women as they start the path for independence and 
has partnered with Archdiocese of Chicago, Catholic Charities USA, 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the National Shrine of St. Frances Xavier 
Cabrini, the Mother Cabrini League, St. Anthony Hospital and Maryville 
Academy. In addition, Sister Cathy is a member of Sisters and Brothers 
of Immigrants (SBI) and the Interfaith Community for Detained 
Immigrants (ICDI), and has blessed Pastoral Migratoria with her many 
talents on the Immigration Ministry’s annual Posada and National 
Migration Week activities.

Sr. Catherine Fedewa, CSFN 
Sisters of the Holy Family 
of Nazareth 

9



STRANGERS NO LONGER
Honors a leader whose efforts to be the voice for the voiceless and to 
seek justice for immigrants serves as a witness of our call to bring the 
Kingdom of God to our society.

Fr. Gary Graf is a strong and committed priest living the gospel call 
of service, engagement and accompaniment with the poor and 
marginalized. His outlook on immigration stems from his early years 
as a priest ministering in poor Mexican villages. This resulted in a 
strong conviction of faith and a respect for the dignity and sanctity 
of every human life, regardless of race, age, gender, nation of origin, 
or immigration status. Fr. Gary is one of the founding members of 
Priests for Justice for Immigrants (PJI), a coalition of 200 immigrant 
and native-born priests, representing more than 150 parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago who stand in solidarity with immigrants and 
engage in education, pastoral care, and legislative advocacy. Fr. Gary 
represented the Catholic church in one of the first immigration rights 
rallies in downtown Chicago and continues to participate in rallies since 
advocating for compassion and the well-being of immigrant families. 
He given testimony to elected officials and made congressional visits 
at the state and federal levels. He organized multiple events to support 
Immigrants and DREAMers. He is an arduous defender of the plight of 
separated families because of deportation and detention, and in 2018 
he made national news when he committed himself to a hunger fast 
until reasonable legislation passed dealing with DACA.

Rev. Gary Graf 
Pastor, San José Sánchez 
del Río Parish 
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JOURNEY TO EMMAUS
Honors a leader or group who contributions to the Immigrant Ministry 
demonstrates a commitment to our call and mission to welcome the 
stranger in our midst, empowering immigrants to live in this 
country with dignity.

Old St. Pat’s and their Social Action Ministry channels the Spirit to form 
and support disciples as they do justice, love mercy and walk humbly 
with God. They practice the principles of Catholic Social Teaching 
and live the Gospel through direct service, community development 
and organizing and political advocacy, and are especially committed 
to issues of immigration. Throughout St. Pat’s history, they have been 
a beacon of justice and healing. For nearly 15 years, Old St. Pat’s has 
supported Pastoral Migratoria not only in their words, but also in their 
actions through their continuous advocacy and education activities for 
both the native-born and immigrant communities that create awareness 
on the current realty of immigration policies and the impact of family 
separation within the country. Even Old St. Pat’s simple gesture of 
offering their church as a gathering/resting oasis for the numerous 
immigration rallies that start in Union Park and continue to Federal 
Plaza or Grant Park is an example of welcoming they stranger.

Old St. Patrick’s 
Church, 
Fr. Thomas J. Hurley 
Pastor 
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POPE FRANCIS AWARD
The Pope Francis award honors an individual or group serving the 
immigrant community in the same spirit of service and accompaniment 
attributed to Pope Francis.

Fr. Eric is a visionary leader who embodies God’s call for accompaniment 
and justice work. In addition to being the Director of Catholic Charities 
in New York, he was motivated and had the drive to start Pastoral 
Migratoria in the Archdiocese of New York that covers New York, 
Bronx and Richmond Counties in New York City, as well as Dutchess, 
Orange, Putnam, Rockland, Sullivan, Ulster, and Westchester Counties 
in New York State. New York’s Pastoral Migratoria is currently in several 
parishes and growing. In a short time, they completed two formation 
series, including a Commissioning Service presided by Cardinal Dolan, 
established a food bank in the basement of a local church, hosted 
workshops on such topics as drivers licenses and immigrant rights and 
provided shelter for the children and achieved family reunification.

Rev. Eric Cruz 
Pastoral Migratoria 
Archdiocese of New York 
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ST. TORIBO ROMO
Honors an individual or group serving the immigrant community with 
the same spirit of accompaniment that is attributed to St. Toribo.

This group of parishes includes several communities in Berwyn, Cicero, 
and Oak Park which regularly works together as one team in Pastoral 
Migratoria. Together they revitalized immigrant parishes in their 
neighborhoods and expanded Pastoral Migratoria’s reach by adding 
three new parishes. Their spirit and leadership exemplifies Pastoral 
Migratoria’s mission of service, advocacy, and accompaniment for 
the entire Archdiocese of Chicago. For example, in the last year they 
completed two initial formation series and organized the first formation 
session in English. They have collaborated to organize accompaniment 
actions for families separated by detention or deportation.

Pastoral Migratoria, 
Southwest Cluster 
Berwyn, Cicero, 
and Oak Park, Illinois 
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FIGHTING FOR WORKERS SINCE 1896.

Congratulations to the Archdiocese of Chicago on the 
2020 Keep Hope Alive benefit! Thank you for everything you 

do on behalf of working people.

chicagolabor.org @chicagolabor
Don V. Villar

Secretary-Treasurer
Robert G. Reiter, Jr.

President



Keep Hope AliveKeep Hope Alive

Sisters of Charity
of theBlessed Virgin Mary

Freed by Love, Acting for Justice

Dubuque, Iowa
563-588-2351 
BVMSISTERS.ORG 

we stand with our immigrant friends.
Together,

Cultural Diversity in the Church

Justice, Peace and Human Development

Migration and Refugee Services

THANK YOU TO 
PASTORAL MIGRATORIA 

FOR YOUR IMPORTANT MINISTRY!



I WAS A STRANGER AND YOU WELCOMED ME 
FUI FORASTERO, Y ME DIERON ALOJAMIENTO 

 (MATTHEW/MATEO 25:35b) 

 
THE CAPUCHIN FRIARS OF  

THE PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH  
SUPPORT THE IMMIGRATION MINISTRY OF  

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

 
ST. CLARE OF MONTEFALCO PARISH 

SAN JOSÉ FRIARY 
ST. CLARE OF FRIARY 

Office of Human Dignity and Solidarity-Immigration Ministry ... 

Congratulations 
on your 

Keep Hope Alive 2020 celebration! 

Thank you for the work you do 
that directly impacts 

our Archdiocese, 
our Claretian communities, 

and, 
organizations around the country 

looking for leadership 
regarding immigrant rights and education. 

"We favor what unites, reconciles and brings peace, 
tears down walls that separate, 

supports those who work for peace and reconciliation 
no matter what creed they profess or outlook they may have." 

XXV General Chapter of the Claretian Missionaries 

-
C�F 

Office of Human Dignity and 
Solidarity – Immigration Ministry

Congratulations on your 
Keep Hope Alive 2020 celebration!

Thank you for the work you do that directly 
impacts our Archdiocese, our Claretian 

communities, and, organizations around 
the country looking for leadership 

regarding immigrant rights and education.

"We favor what unites, reconciles and 
brings peace, tears down walls that 

separate, supports those who work for 
peace and reconciliation no matter 
what creed they profess or outlook 

they may have."

XXV General Chapter of 
the Claretian Missionaries

COME HERE, DO WELL.

LEAVE HERE,  
DO GOOD.

DePaul University applauds the Office 
of Human Dignity and Solidarity for its 
tireless work and dedication to social 
justice and the recognition of human 
dignity for all immigrants.

HILLARY AND 
MATTHEW EBACH

congratulate

PASTORAL 
MIGRATORIA

for accomplishing 15 years of 
support to immigrant families!

WE ARE TRULY 
APPRECIATIVE OF YOUR 

WORK AND MISSION. 
THANK YOU!



FROM THE HEART
At Loyola University Chicago, we believe in building 
a community made stronger because of its diversity. 

We are proud to support KEEP HOPE ALIVE:  
The Journey for Immigrant Justice. 

We support 
immigration 
reform and 

humane 
treatment of 
immigrant 
detainees. 

 

Serving in Chicagoland for more than 95 years!
- Sisters of St. Francis, Dubuque, Iowa -

- KEEP HOPE ALIVE 2020 -

OVER 30 YEARS OF PRACTICE 
IN THE AREA OF IMMIGRATION 

AND NATIONALITY LAW

105 W. Madison, Suite 2200, Chicago, IL 60602

312.444.1940   |   info@lawfirm1.com   |   lawfirm1.com



Caroline Shoenberger, 
founder of Shoenberger Public 

Interest Law Foundation, 
and Professor Allen Shoenberger 
of Loyola University School of Law 

are proud supporters of 
the Immigration Ministry.

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND THANK YOU FOR 15 YEARS 
OF TIRELESS DEDICATION TO 

IMMIGRANT JUSTICE 
AND SUPPORT!

BECAUSE THERE WAS 
NO ROOM IN THE INN
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Congratulations 
to the Immigration Ministry of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago on their ongoing efforts to fight for justice 

for all immigrants coming to the Chicago area.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish
Glenview, IL

olphglenview.org  •  847-729-1525
Rev. Jeremiah Boland, Pastor



CHICAGO VOLUNTEER LEGAL SERVICES
33 N Dearborn St, Ste 400, Chicago, IL 60602
www.cvls.org | 312-332-1624 | cvls@cvls.org

CVLS is proud to partner with 
the Archdiocese of Chicago to 
provide high-quality free legal 
representation to immigrants 
and their families. 

We stand in solidarity with 
Chicago’s immigrant 
community in our fight for 
equal access to justice. 

A special thank you to the 
following parishes for hosting 
our legal clinics:

Old St. Mary’s
Our Lady of Mercy

Saint Clement
Saint Peter’s
St. Procopius





October 29, 2020

Dear Friends, 
As you may know, Solidarity Bridge is a Lay medical mission organization based in Evanston, Illinois, 
working with medical communities in Bolivia and Paraguay. While both countries have been deeply 
impacted by COVID-19, Bolivia is among the 10 most affected countries in the world. Tragically, many 
hospitals are still considered ‘collapsed’ by the surging demand for services and supplies. Doctors are 
experiencing heartbreaking scarcities of PPE and testing supplies, contracting the virus themselves 
at alarming rates. And patients are dying from a lack of resources, specifically ventilator support and 
intensive care.

Might you consider a donation? We plan to deliver six emergency supply shipments and distribute 
urgently needed supplies to 30 hospitals. This includes PPE, intensive 
care supplies and more, valued 
at over $1 million.

Thank you for considering these enormous needs. Anything you 
can do to support us would be greatly appreciated. To learn more 
or make an online donation, visit our website at solidaritybridge.org

Thank you for helping Keep Hope Alive for our sisters and brothers 
in Bolivia.

Sincerely, 
Fr. Bob Oldershaw, 
Solidarity Bridge missioner and PJI member 



POPE FRANCIS CONTINUES TO BE A FAITHFUL SHEPHERD. 
IN FRATELLI TUTI, HE DESCRIBES THE PLIGHT OF 

IMMIGRANTS AND ENCOURAGES US IN MANY PASSAGES 
LIKE BELOW TO HOPE AND NOT GIVE UP.

121. No one, then, can remain excluded because of his or her place of birth, much 
less because of privileges enjoyed by others who were born in lands of greater 

opportunity. The limits and borders of individual states cannot stand in the way of 
this. As it is unacceptable that the mere place of one’s birth or residence should 

result in his or her possessing fewer opportunities for a developed and dignified life.

55. I invite everyone to renewed hope, for hope “speaks to us of something deeply 
rooted in every human heart, independently of our circumstances and historical 
conditioning. Hope speaks to us of a thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a life of 

fulfillment, a desire to achieve great things, things that fill our heart and lift our spirit 
to lofty realities like truth, goodness and beauty, justice and love. Hope is bold. 

Let us continue, then, to advance along the paths of hope.

St. Michael the Archangel Parish is pleased to support 
the Immigration Office of the Archdiocese. 

Rev. Thomas E. Cima



PEACE & JUSTICE COMMITTEE CONGRATULATES 
PASTORAL MIGRATORIA'S SOUTHWEST CLUSTER 

FOR BEING SELECTED TO RECEIVE THE 
KHA2020 ST. TORIBIO ROMO AWARD.

Ascension Parish in Oak Park, IL joined the SW cluster 
at the beginning of this year and we are very proud to be part of it.

We are looking forward to continue collaborating 
with Pastoral Migratoria and building bridges with the 

SW Cluster's communities. (Cicero, Berwyn and Oak Park)

THE OFFICE OF HISPANIC MINISTRY
and

THE BISHOPS AND CLERGY 
of the Archdiocesan Pastoral Advisory Council

for Hispanic Ministry of the Archdiocese of New York

Send Prayerful Best Wishes to

KEEP HOPE ALIVE 2020
For its Fifteen Years of Service to the People of God

of the Archdiocese of Chicago

Ad Multos Annos!



 

Donde           Where  
el corazón            the heart 
encuentra            finds 
un hogar           a home 
  
......yy  ttooddooss  eessttáánn  bbiieennvveenniiddooss!!  
          ......aanndd  eevveerryyoonnee  iiss  wweellccoommee!!          

CABRINI RETREAT CENTER 
9430 E. Golf Road

Des Plaines, IL 60016 



 
 

For information on 
Mass times, visit 

qasparish.org

In Solidarity with 
Immigrant families.

SWOP 
Congratulates 

Pastoral Migratoria!



The sisters of Charity of 
New York Immigration Committee 
and the office of Peace, Justice, 

and Integrity of Creation 
congratulate the 

Archdiocese of Chicago 
on 15 years of 

Pastoral Migratoria!

NUESTRAS ORACIONES 
ESTAN CON USTEDES.

The Ascension Knights 
of Columbus council 

congratulates 
Pastoral Migratoria 

for its important ministry 
and the Southwest Cluster 
on being selected as the 
recipient of the KHA2020 
St. Toribo Romo Award.

CARIDADES CATÓLICAS APOYA 
A LA COMUNIDAD MIGRANTE 

CON SERVICIOS DE INMIGRACIÓN, 
ASESORÍA LEGAL, ALIMENTOS, 

SALUD MENTAL, FERIAS DE SALUD, 
ASISTENCIA FINANCIERA PARA 

GASTOS DE RENTA, UTILIDADES ASÍ 
COMO PARA FUNERALES Y ENTIERROS, 

ENTRE MUCHOS OTROS SERVICIOS.

En el Condado de Cook, llame al 312.655.7700, en el area 
suburbana de Cook al 877.426.6515, y en el Condado de Lake, 

llame al 847.782.4000

Nuestra nueva línea de apoyo en consejería es 312.948.6952 
o un correo en español a GetHelp@catholiccharities.net  

Infórmese acerca de todos nuestros servicios en 
catholiccharities.net

¡Mantengamos la esperanza viva! Let’s keep hope alive!



CO
N

TA
CT

 
IN

FO
RM

AT
IO

N



NATIONAL
Elena Segura 
Senior Coordinator for Immigration – National Ministry
312.534.5333   |   esegura@archchicago.org

Yohan Garcia 
Pastoral Migratoria ® National Formation Coordinator 
312.534.8371   |   ygarcia@archchicago.org

Raymundo Valdez 
National Outreach Coordinator 
312.534.8503   |   rvaldez@archchicago.org

LOCAL
Miguel Salazar 
Senior Coordinator for Immigration – Local
312.534.8509   |   msalazar@archchicago.org

Mauro Pineda 
Coordinator of Formation and Collaboration – Local
312.534.8103   |   mpineda@archchicago.org

Olga Anglada 
Pastoral Companion

Rosalba Ascencio 
Pastoral Companion

Huguet Gonzalez 
Pastoral Companion

Belen Morales 
Pastoral Companion

SUPPORT
Mark Goebel 
Assistant Director for Development and Partnerships – National & Local
312.534.8383   |   mgoebel@archchicago.org

Luisa Pimentel Rodriguez 
Administrative Assistant
312.534.8106   |   lpimentelrodriguez@archchicago.org
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Immigration Ministry
Human Dignity and Solidarity
3525 South Lake Park Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60653


