
Come, Gracious God, Come I
n 

A
ugust, 

D
epartm

ent 
of 

H
om

eland 
Security (D

H
S) Secretary Janet N

apoli-
tano, along w

ith top D
H

S and W
hite H

ouse 
officials, held a m

eeting at the W
hite H

ouse 
w

ith 100 faith, labor, business, legal, law
 

enforcem
ent, and com

m
unity leaders to 

discuss prospects for changing our broken 
im

m
igration system

. A
ssistant D

irector of 
O

rganizing K
ristin K

um
pf represented IW

J 
at this m

om
entous gathering, w

hich Presi-
dent O

bam
a personally addressed. K

ristin 
faithfully represented the IW

J netw
ork’s 

concerns for low
-w

age im
m

igrant w
orkers 

am
ong the m

any aspects of im
m

igration 
reform

 under discussion. You can find 
K

ristin’s report and reflections on the m
eet-

ing on IW
J’s blog at w

w
w

.iw
j.org/blog.

IW
J In

vited
 to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se to
 D

iscu
ss 

Im
m

ig
ratio

n
 R

efo
rm

IW
J’s Kristin Kum

pf in W
ashington, D

.C.

One: God of Grace, God of Glory, we call upon you, humbly asking that you be 
with us in our time of need; 

Many: Come down from the mountain top, O God, and show your presence among the 
people.

One: Our world is broken, the earth cracked and shattered, and destruction lay all 
around. Our humanity is ruptured and relationships are torn asunder. We fail to 
recognize the face of our sister and brother and turn a blind eye to their suffering.

Many: Come down from the mountain top, O God, and reveal your 
kindness and mercy.

One: We live in a world where the few have so much 
and the many so little, where the basic needs of food, 
water, shelter and medicine are distributed to those 
who already have, instead of those in need.

Many: Come down from the mountain top, O God, and 
demonstrate your compassion.

One: In our world, the greedy and entitled use their posi-
tions to enrich themselves at the expense of others, corrup-
tion runs rampant, and power is employed by the wealthy to 
exploit and oppress.

Many: Come down from the mountain top, O God, and impart your justice.

One: Across the nations, violence is too often the means by which problems are 
addressed. Fist, gun and bomb are the tools of the trades that traffic in death and 
destruction.

Many: Come down from the mountain top, O God, and share your peace.

One: Come down from the mountain top, O God, incline your ear to our human 
condition.

Many: Hear our prayer, O God, for we know with you all things can be made new.

One: What is broken can be repaired, what is ruptured can be reconciled.

All: Inspire us to be your agents of change, working for justice and mercy and 
bringing healing to a world that needs it. Amen.

–By Rev. Jason W. Coulter, Pastor, Ravenswood UCC, Chicago, inspired by Psalm 144:5-8
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