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Prot. N. 2019 RPU-1
DECREE
IN THE NAME OF GOD. AMEN.

Over the past several decades, many things have changed in this particular church.
Changing demographics have affected the size and wealth of the Archdiocese of Chicago and
the vitality of her parishes. This is particularly true in the City of Chicago itself, where the total
population has decreased by more than 20% since 1970, from 3,366,957 to an estimated
2,736,000 today. We also have many vacant and underused parochial buildings, and, as
elsewhere, fewer priests to pastor our faith communities. For the number of parishes we have,
our human and financial resources are spread very thin.

According to the US Census Bureau, the Archdiocese of Chicago had an estimated total
population of 5,914,783 in 2018. The 2018 Annuario Pontifico indicates Chicago had 345
parishes serving a Catholic population of 2,512,000. In 2018 the Archdiocese of Los Angeles
had a total population of 11,519,517, with 287 parishes for a Catholic population of 4,362,000,
more than twice the number of Catholics per parish than Chicago. In the same year the
Archdiocese of New York had 2,656,987 Catholics in 294 parishes, also a much larger
parishioners per parish number than in Chicago. A good number of our parishes were founded
in the first half of the last century or earlier. Many were established for national, linguistic, or
ethnic groups that no longer live in the archdiocese or in the neighborhoods where they once
flourished.

Too many of our parishes have been unable to support themselves and are receiving
financial subsidies from the archdiocese. Between fiscal year 2012 and fiscal year 2018 these
subsidies amounted to $144,373,461.00, including $38,171,840.00 to 106 parishes, and
$106,201,621.00 to 83 Catholic schools. More than $25,000,000.00 was given in the last two
fiscal years alone. Little of this money, if any, will be recovered by the archdiocese. The
Archdiocese of Chicago cannot continue this level of financial support for parishes and Catholic
schools. Our hope and aim are that our parishes will become more vital, that is, active centers
of Christian discipleship, evangelical mission, scholarship, and charitable outreach. To achieve
this hope, the parishes must be able to support themselves when possible.

Following consultation with the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Chicago, my
decree of May 23, 2016, extinguished the separate juridic persons of three parishes within a
less than one square mile territory of the Pilsen neighborhood of the Southside of the City of
Chicago: St. Adalbert Parish (established in 1874 as a personal parish for Polish-speaking
Catholics), 1650 West 17" Street; St. Ann Parish (established in 1903, also a personal parish
for Polish-speaking Catholics), 1840 South Leavitt Street; and St. Paul Parish (established in
1876 as a personal parish for German speaking Catholics), 2127 West 22nd Place. These
parishes were united to form one new parish, retaining the name of St. Paul Parish.
Hierarchical and contentious recourse against the decree of May 23, 2016, ultimately resulted in
the Definitive Sentence of the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura on January 26,
2019, affirming my decision of extinctive union (Prot. N. 52630/17 CA).
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The original mission of St. Adalbert Parish to Polish-speaking Catholics continues through
a monthly Sunday Mass in the Polish language, a practice which may continue at St. Paul
Church in the future. However, in the second half of the 20" Century, Pilsen had become home
to a predominantly Spanish-speaking community. Recently, the ethnic makeup of Pilsen has
become more diverse as Non-Hispanic Whites, African Americans, people of Asian ancestry,
and others of mixed-race settled in the neighborhood. These newer groups are mostly English-
speaking. The local Polish-speaking Catholics have, for the most part, moved away from the
Pilsen neighborhood.

Meanwhile, the overall population of the Pilsen neighborhood had declined by
approximately 8,310 persons between 2000 and 2015, 19% of the total. Reflecting this decline,
the Catholic population also dropped substantially, as reflected in the more that 29% reduction
in Sunday Mass attendance at the six Pilsen parishes between 2005 and 2015. During the
same period, the average Sunday Mass attendance at St. Adalbert Church dropped to 541, a
63% decrease from 1,465 in 2000. In the last four years the average attendance at Sunday
Masses at St. Adalbert Church dropped an additional 9% to 465.

In holding the assets and liabilities of the three united parishes, the new St. Paul Parish
has been unduly burdened with buildings and costs it cannot reasonably use or afford, notably
the ordinary maintenance and other expenses associated with the ownership and use of St.
Adalbert Church and St. Ann Church. St. Ann Church was relegated to profane but not sordid
use when closed on July 23, 2018, an event that prompted no hierarchical or contentious
recourse. St. Adalbert Church of St. Paul Parish, however, has remained open for public
worship since the decree of May 23, 2016. Despite a withdrawn attempt to relegate the church
to profane but not sordid use, and an attempt to sell the church to a private buyer willing to
repair, renovate, and preserve the church for Catholic worship, the buyer never came through,
and the church remains open. Mass is offered in English and Spanish every Sunday, and in
Polish once each month.

St. Adalbert Church is a massive 1,800-seat edifice built in the grand ltalian renaissance
revival style. It was designed by architect Henry J. Schiacks and completed in 1914. For
decades, parishioners and other supporters of the church have not provided the financial
resources necessary for its ordinary maintenance and operating expenses. Consequently, St.
Adalbert Church has been in a very perilous state of repair. In 2014 the two church towers were
braced with exterior support scaffolding. The towers are built into the structure of the church,
sharing foundations with the front facade and side walls. To date, the scaffolding has been
necessary to abate a dangerous structure. To keep the scaffolding in place, it has cost nearly
$2,000,000.00 in monthly rental fees and, recently, in outright purchase costs. This money was
not and could not be raised by the parish; consequently, the Archdiocese of Chicago paid for
the scaffolding. Moreover, additional funding is needed to keep the scaffolding in good repair,
and to restore and maintain other features of the church not related to the church towers. The
scaffolding may be removed safely only when needed repairs are made to the church. These
repairs were estimated to cost an additional $3,000.000.00 in 2016. No doubt, this cost has
significantly increased over three years, and neither the parish nor the archdiocese can afford it.
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From before the extinctive union with St. Adalbert Parish, St. Paul Parish had its own
premises, including the recently renovated parish church, a neo-gothic marvel also designed by
the architect, Henry J. Schiacks, and dedicated in 1899. St. Paul Church seats more than 600
worshippers, more than enough to accommodate those now regularly worshipping in the parish.
Recent renovation of St. Paul Church left a debt of more than $10,000,000.00, a debt the parish
has not been repaying. Rather, the Archdiocese of Chicago has underwritten the repairs and
covered the debt.

It is both unrealistic and uncharitable to expect the new St. Paul Parish to support and
maintain a church and other structures it cannot use and has no use for. Simply, there are no
parochial, archdiocesan, or other ecclesiastical funds available to repair and maintain St.
Adalbert Church for divine worship or for any other purpose of the Church. If the repairs are not
made within a reasonable period, the scaffolding will no longer suffice to support the structure.
At that point the church will become a dangerous nuisance to the community.

Over the three years that St. Adalbert Church has been part of St. Paul Parish, the
income from those attending Mass there has been about $600,000.00. During the same period,
the operating expenses have been $1,304,795.00, including $900,000.00 the archdiocese spent
on the scaffolding. There has been no surplus available to pay for these expenses from income
generated at St. Paul Church.

Since July 1, 2017, the number of sacraments celebrated at St. Adalbert Church has
dwindled to two Baptisms, one marriage, and 23 funerals. In 2015 alone, the numbers were 65
Baptisms, eight marriages, and 14 funerals. Five years ago, there were three priests serving
the three parishes united to form the new St. Paul Parish, today there is only one priest
assigned to serve the new parish, the Reverend Michael P. Enright, Pastor of St. Paul Parish.

The law requires a grave cause or causes to justify the relegation of a church to profane
but not sordid use (CIC, c. 1222 §2). The Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura held a
grave cause was entirely apparent when there were these factors: (1) a financial burden in
preserving a church imposed on a parish from the union of several parishes; (2) a church no
longer of service to the pastoral care of the faithful due to changed circumstances; (3) a new
parish burdened from the beginning by a huge debt; (4) ready and effective assistance available
to the new parish from the sale of a church; (5) a diminishing number of faithful whose
donations principally sustain the new parish; and (6) charity and other assistance to the poor
being neglected in order to preserve a sacred building (Ministerium lustitiae: Jurisprudence of
the Supreme Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatura, Montreal: W & L (2011): Prot. N. 24388/93 CA,
pp. 526-527). The situation of St. Adalbert Church encompasses all these factors and more.
Moreover, there is no governmental support for building or maintaining churches in the USA.

Relegation of St. Adalbert Church to profane but not sordid use, according to canon 1222
§2 of the Code of Canon Law, enhances the possibility that the church and other real property
assets of the former St. Adalbert Parish would become a source of income for St. Paul Parish,
its parishioners, and its missions.
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The Reverend Michael P. Enright, pastor of St. Paul Parish understands the need and
desire to relegate St. Adalbert Church to profane but not sordid use and, with the chairs of the
parish pastoral council and the parish finance council, he has petitioned for it.

THEREFORE, know that |, Cardinal Blase J. Cupich, Archbishop of Chicago, according to
the norm of canons 50 & 51, 127 §§1 & 3, 166, and 1222 §2 of the Code of Canon Law, having
convened the Presbyteral Council of the Archdiocese of Chicago at the general meeting of May
28, 2019, at St. Giles Parish, Oak Park, and at the special meeting of June 18, 2019, at the
IBEW Hall, Alsip, having heard the Council at the meeting of June 18, 2019, and after invoking
the Holy Spirit and satisfying myself that the good of souls will suffer no detriment, now

decree the following:

1. Effective July 15, 2019, St. Adalbert Church of St. Paul Parish, 1650 West 17" Street, City of
Chicago, State of lllinois, is relegated to profane but not sordid use;

2. Officials of the archdiocese, in cooperation with the Pastor of St. Paul Parish, make certain
the assets of the former St. Adalbert Parish are secure for the benefit of St. Paul Parish;

3. If possible, real property assets of the former parish of St. Adalbert are to provide St. Paul
Parish with proceeds from the alienation of the assets or income from their rental under lease;

4. The reports given to the Presbyteral Council on this matter, together with the minutes of May
28, 2019, and June 18, 2019, are, when available, to be attached to this decree; and

5. Notification of this decree is to be made to the Pastor of St. Paul Parish and to parishioners
through publication on the website of the Archdiocese of Chicago and in the parish bulletin.

Before hierarchical recourse may be taken against this decree, a petition to reconsider or
amend the decree must be delivered to me at my office within ten (10) useful days from
notification of the decree (CIC cc. 1734, 1735, 1737).

Given this 19" day of June, A.D. 2019.
From the Archbishop Quigley Center,
Chicago, lllinois

Cirl. ‘

Archbishop of Chicago

Very Revefend Jeffrey S. Grob, J.C.D.
Episcopal Vicar for Canonical Affairs

Attachments -



WHEN AVAILABLE, DATA SUBMITTED TO THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL OF
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO AND MINUTES OF THE RELEVANT MEETINGS
OF THE PRESBYTERAL COUNCIL MAY BE REQUESTED FROM
THE OFFICE FOR CANONICAL AFFAIRS



